Deceptions by the anti-incorporation Group (AKA Inform Vail Arizona)
1) They could have called themselves anything but the Inform Vail AZ is also “IVA.”  They intentionally used a moniker similar to ours to cause confusion.
2) The Inform group is not a legal entity, has no board, and its participants are completely stealth.  This anonymity is one of their tools of deception because there is nobody to blame.  They hide behind this anonymity with statements such as “we’re just a bunch of volunteers” as if that’s a good excuse to hide behind.
3) The Inform website is registered anonymously.  When you register a website, the registrant is given an option to hide their identify.  While not uncommon, it’s another deceptive practice on who owns the website and who controls the website.
4) The inform group registered incorporatevailaz.com and put a redirect to their website.  This deception preys on honest individuals who innocently mistype the URL (they type dot com instead of dot org).  
5) The inform group created a letter to all of the Vail citizens using a business letter format so it looked like it was coming from Supervisor Steve Christy and Mayor Regina Romero.  This spoofed the offices of those two elected officials making people believe that it was from them.
6) The inform letter to Vail citizens did not include a return address, a website link, or even a senders name.  All it had was an anonymous email address.  It was totally anonymous, didn’t even identify it from the Inform group which in and of itself is a deceptive practice.  
7) In the inform letter, it included a form that citizens could sign and return to the anonymous email address or to the supervisor and mayor requesting that their property be removed from the incorporation boundary.  The statute clearly states that “unincorporated islands within municipal boundaries” can’t exist without the Board of Supervisors specific approval.  The inform group knew of this statute but sent the letter regardless to create confusion and generate anxiety for Vail residents.
8) Instead of owning up to the letter, creating an entity, and representing their group of disparate property owners, they didn’t do anything.  This practice deceived those who were deceived!  They deceived their own!  
9) They created a controversy about private wells stating that the Town of Vail would take over though eminent domain all 358 private wells in the Vail area.  They have admitted to making this up because it “COULD” happen.  Then they went door to door deceiving homeowners with this false threat so they would sign the opt out letter.  
10) In an email, Pima County expressed their desire to use reclaimed water to irrigate the Del Lago golf course.  From that, the inform group conjured up this myth about building a sewage treatment plant for reclaimed water on Leon Ranch Road that would cause a smell for those nearby residents.  The current sewer system is controlled by Pima County.  Pima County knew nothing of this message.  This was used to create controversy about Vail’s waste treatment infrastructure.
11) Early on in the eastern boundary discussions, Pima County and IVA talked about drawing the Vail boundary to incorporate the low head dam on Cienega Creek and a production well by Vail Water.  The golf course owns the water rights diverted by the low head dam.  The brief discussion talked about protecting those water rights and protecting property values by entering into a “right of first refusal” to acquire the golf course if it were to go up for sale.  The inform group exploited this brief right of first refusal concept into a full blown The Town of Vail is going to buy the golf course and raise your taxes to do so.  Again, this deception was used to create controversy with the Vail citizens. 
12) In Arizona, petitions for incorporation can be done two different ways.  Using a supermajority direct petition requires 2/3rds signatures of all registered voters which then incorporation is authorized or a 10% of registered voters which creates an election petition.  The IVA chose to take incorporation to an election.  It was stated on the petition as an election petition.  The opposition, however, created this rumor that the IVA was going to a direct petition despite the evidence of the petition language.  The IVA secured their election petition thereby proving the opposition’s fraud.
13) The opposition hijacked the heart logo and used it as their own.  This was done to intentionally confuse people.  
14) There is a petition/signature fraud letter intended to be sent to Governor Hobbs, Attorney General
15) They created an election sign that says the IVA has made promises to potential future vendors for favored status in procurement.  This is a false statement and they have no proof but the sign remains a symbol of deception.
16) Under state law, election signs have to have a name and contact (or website) plus who paid for the sign.  The opposition’s signs do not include all of this information.  They also created a new website, www.voteno402.com but it too is unanimous and has no contact information on it.
17) There are 15,370 registered voters in the proposed Vail boundary.  Volunteers and paid petitioners gathered 26?? signatures on 223 petitions.  These were submitted to the Pima County Elections Department.  Ultimately, they threw out 10 petitions and 524 signatures leaving 20?? Validated signatures.  The opposition feels that the validation process by Pima County was fraudulent and a claim has been logged with various officials.  In addition, they hired an attorney noted for election fraud and election deniers.  The Pima County Elections Department took 8 days to validate all signatures, they have thorough processes, and lots of experience.  To claim fraud and to give false hope is also deceptive.

